Alessa Polito
Calgary, Alberta
Alessa.Polito@ucalgary.ca
403-796-8222
October 19, 2026
Re: Application to Pursue Ordination in the Presbyterian Church in Canada
I am writing to express my sincere interest in pursuing ordination to the Ministry of Word and Sacraments within the Presbyterian Church in Canada. My sense of calling has developed through years of theological study, congregational ministry, preaching, and teaching, all of which have deepened my conviction that God is calling me to serve the Church through ordained ministry.
My journey in ministry has been shaped by both academic formation and practical pastoral experience. I hold a Bachelor of Church Ministry and a Master of Divinity from Ambrose University, and I am currently pursuing a PhD in Religious Studies at the University of Calgary, wherein I specialize in philosophy and theology. Alongside my academic work, I have served in various ministry capacities, including as an Associate Pastor at Hinton Alliance Church and, currently, as Youth Ministry Leader at Grace Presbyterian Church in Calgary. These opportunities have allowed me to develop my gifts in preaching, theological education, pastoral care, and congregational leadership.
I am particularly drawn to the Presbyterian tradition because of its rich Reformed theological heritage, its emphasis on the centrality of Scripture, and its commitment to thoughtful theological reflection and communal discernment. I value the Presbyterian understanding of ministry as something exercised within and on behalf of the wider Church, where leadership is rooted in service, accountability, and the shared responsibility of God's people. My experience at Grace Presbyterian Church has further strengthened my appreciation for this tradition and its approach to worship, discipleship, and congregational life.
Thank you for considering my expression of interest. I welcome the opportunity to continue discerning this vocation in conversation with the Church and its representatives.
Sincerely,
Alessa Polito





ALESSA POLITO
Calgary, Alberta   •   Alessa.Polito@ucalgary.ca   •   403-796-8222
Religious Studies Doctoral Student |  Lecturer  |  Ministry Leader
EDUCATION
	PhD, Religious Studies  |  University of Calgary
	2025–Present

	Master of Divinity, Pastoral Ministry Stream  |  Ambrose University
	2020–2024

	Bachelor of Church Ministry  |  Ambrose University
	2012–2017


ACADEMIC TEACHING & RESEARCH
	Guest Lecturer, Studies in Western Religions  |  University of Calgary
	Nov 2026 (scheduled)


Invited guest lecture in undergraduate and graduate religious studies.
	Teaching Assistant  |  University of Calgary
	Sep 2025–Apr 2026


Supported student learning through office hours, course inquiries, study support, and assessment.
	Sessional Professor |  Ambrose University
	Sep–Dec 2024


Designed and delivered course lectures, facilitated discussion, evaluated assignments, and guided critical theological engagement.
	Teaching Assistant  |  Ambrose University
	Sep 2021–Apr 2023


Assisted with grading, tutorials, lectures, student communications, and classroom technology in Greek I and II, Introduction to Christian Theology, Christian Ethics, and Introduction to the Bible.
	Research Assistant, Intercultural Congregations Research Project  |  Ambrose Seminary
	May–Sep 2021


Supported a Lilly-funded research project through research-ethics compliance, interviews, transcription, and contributions to the final report.
MINISTRY & LEADERSHIP
	Youth Ministry Leader  |  Grace Presbyterian Church
	Jan 2025–Present


Lead youth programming, biblical and theological education, community-building events, pastoral care, occasional preaching, and adult education.
	Associate Pastor  |  Hinton Alliance Church
	Aug 2017–Aug 2020


Oversaw youth and young-adult ministries, worship and community engagement teams, volunteer development, administration, preaching, and a research initiative on religious engagement.
	Guest Speaker & Pulpit Supply  |  Various congregations
	Jun 2022–Present


Preach, lead Bible studies, and speak at youth and young-adult events; hosts include Calgary Community Church, Maranatha CRC, and Christ Our King Anglican.
SELECTED LECTURES & COMMUNITY EDUCATION
	Lecturer, Development of the Biblical Canon  |  Lighthouse Community Church
	Oct–Nov 2026


Delivering a lecture series on the historical development of the biblical canon.
	Instructor, Biblical Greek Crash Course  |  Grace Presbyterian Church
	Jun–Jul 2026


Developed and taught an introductory course in biblical Greek for church participants.
	Lecturer, Biblical Languages for Today | Gracepoint Fellowship Church
	Aug 2025


Developed and taught an introductory course in biblical Greek for church participants.
SCHOLARLY PROJECT
	Coauthor, New Testament Greek Text  |  
	Mar 2024–Present


Book manuscript in progress, designed to introduce beginning students and interested lay readers to the Greek New Testament.
LANGUAGES
English  ·  Native     |     New Testament Greek  ·  Advanced     |     Italian  ·  Intermediate     |     Biblical Hebrew  ·  Intermediate
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS & SERVICE
	Member  |  Ambrose Seminary Honour Society
	May 2024–Present

	Member  |  Society of Biblical Literature
	Jun 2024–Present

	Member  |  I-CARE Task Force
	Sep 2020–Present
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