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D A V I D  S I G L E R  
 

Department of English, University of Calgary 
2500 University Dr. NW 

Calgary, AB Canada T2N 1N4 
dsigler@ucalgary.ca 

ORCID: 0000-0003-0513-1942 
 

E D U C A T I O N  

2008  Ph.D., English, University of Virginia 
2001  M.A., English, Queen’s University 
2000  B.A. (Hons.), English and History, Queen’s University 
 

A C A D E M I C  A P P O I N T M E N T S  

2014–  University of Calgary 
Professor, Department of English 

 (Professor, 2023–; Associate Professor, 2016–23; Assistant Professor, 2014–16) 
 
2008–14  University of Idaho 

 Assistant Professor, Department of English 
(promoted to Associate in 2014) 

 

A R E A S  O F  S P E C I A L I Z A T I O N  

British Romanticism 
Theory (e.g., Freudian/Lacanian psychoanalysis, deconstruction) 
 

M A J O R  R E S E A R C H  F U N D I N G  

2023−27 SSHRC Insight Grant: “The Erotics of Rule-Following in British Romanticism.” 
$92,802. Agency Reference Number 435-2023-0278. 
 
2017–22 SSHRC Insight Grant: “Women’s Writing and the Contemporary Future in British 
Romanticism.” $94,143, including pandemic supplement. Agency Reference Number 435-2017-
0037. 
 

P U B L I C A T I O N S  

Books 

2021 Fracture Feminism: The Politics of Impossible Time in British Romanticism. Studies in the 
Long Nineteenth Century Series, SUNY Press. 309 pp. 
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2015 Sexual Enjoyment in British Romanticism: Gender and Psychoanalysis, 1753–1835. McGill-
Queen’s University Press. 288 pp. 
 
Books edited 

2024 Romantic Women’s Writing and Sexual Transgression, edited by Kathryn Ready and David 
Sigler. Critical Studies in Romanticism series, Edinburgh University Press. 208 pp. Includes an 

introduction by David Sigler, pp. 1−13. 
 
2020 Women and War, vol. 2: British Women and War, 1660–1835. History of Feminism series, 
Routledge and Edition Synapse. 602 pp. 
 
2019 Lacan and Romanticism, edited by Daniela Garofalo and David Sigler. Studies in the Long 
Nineteenth Century Series, SUNY Press. 208 pp. Includes an introduction co-written with Daniela 
Garofalo, “Introduction: Lacan and Romanticism,” pp. xi-xxiv. 
 
Special journal issues edited 
2021 “Toward an Anti-Racist and Undisciplined Romanticism,” edited by Andrew Burkett and 

David Sigler. Keats-Shelley Journal, vol. 70, pp. 86−172. Includes a foreword co-written with Andrew 
Burkett, “Toward an Anti-Racist and Undisciplined Romanticism: A Foreword from the Special 

Volume Essay Cluster Co-Editors,” pp. 86−90. 
 

Refereed journal articles & book chapters 

2024 “The Sound of the Gaze in Ann Radcliffe’s A Sicilian Romance.” Romanticism and Sound 
Studies: Recording Romantic Relationality, edited by Michele Speitz. Romantic Circles Praxis Series, 
31 para. [open access] 
 
2024 “The Lime Trees of Aurora Leigh: Romanticism’s Psychotic Future.” Romantic Psychosis, 
edited by Elizabeth Fay. Romantic Circles Praxis Series, 26 para. [open access] 
 
2024 “The Necrophilia of Wollstonecraft’s ‘The Cave of Fancy.’” Romantic Women’s Writing and 
Sexual Transgression, edited by Kathryn Ready and David Sigler. Critical Studies in Romanticism 

series, Edinburgh UP. pp. 52−71. 
 
2023 “Helen Maria Williams’s Arts of the Future.” The Wenshan Review of Literature and Culture 

vol. 17, no. 1, pp. 31−60. [open access] 
 
2023 “The Erotic Phenomenon of Charlotte Smith’s ‘Flora.’” The Wordsworth Circle vol. 53, no. 3, 

pp. 271−91. [available in open access] 

 
2023 “The Lacking Satirical Animals in Mary Shelley’s The Last Man.” Animal Satire, edited by 
Susan McHugh and Robert McKay. Palgrave Studies in Animals and Literature series, Palgrave 

Macmillan. pp. 155−73. 
 
2023 “Echoes of Romanticism and Expatriate Englishness in Charlotte Brontë’s The Professor.” 
Intertexts vol. 27, no. 1, pp. 30–59. [available in open access] 
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2023 “The Atomystique of the ‘Purloined Letter’ Debate: Lacan and Derrida’s Minor Differences.” 
The Bloomsbury Handbook to Literature and Psychoanalysis, edited by Jeremy Tambling. 

Bloomsbury. pp. 61−72. 
 
2021 “Racism, Or … Worse: On the end of Lacan’s Seminar XIX.” ESC: English Studies in Canada 

vol. 47, no. 2–3, pp. 177−99. [open access] 
 
2021 Isabelle Michalski and David Sigler, “Logical Time in Austen’s Persuasion: Desire and the 
Unproductive Anxious Interval.” Jane Austen and Critical Theory, edited by Michael Kramp. 

Routledge. pp. 77−91. [open access] 
 
2020 “The Myths of Pleasure in Keats’s ‘Fancy.’” Keats-Shelley Journal vol. 69, pp. 21−34. 
 
2020 “Lacan’s Romanticism.” Knots: Post-Lacanian Psychoanalysis, Literature, and Film, edited by 
Jean-Michel Rabaté. Routledge. pp. 55–69. [open access] 
 
2020 “John Barnet and the Materiality of Desire in James Hogg’s Justified Sinner.” Material 
Transgressions: Beyond Romantic Bodies, Genders, Things, edited by Kate Singer, Ashley Cross, and 
Suzanne L. Barnett. Liverpool UP. pp. 233–52. 
 
2019 David Sigler and Celiese Lypka, “Time/frame: Rewriting the Mirror Stage in Lacan’s Anxiety 

Seminar.” ESC: English Studies in Canada vol. 45, no. 4, pp. 1−21. [open access] 
 
2019 “Jane Austen: Comedy Against Happiness.” Jane Austen and Comedy, edited by Erin M. 
Goss. Bucknell UP. pp. 42–62. 
 
2019 “Negative Capability in Psychoanalysis: Keats and Retroactive Judgment in Bion, Freud, 
Lacan, and Milner.” Keats's Negative Capability: New Origins and Afterlives, edited by Brian Rejack 
and Michael Theune. Liverpool UP. pp. 216–31. 
 
2019 “Toric Tropes Are Stolen Boats: Reading Wordsworth’s The Prelude Topologically, with 
Lacan.” Lacan and Romanticism, edited by Daniela Garofalo and David Sigler. SUNY Press. pp. 119–
40. 
 
2018 “‘Doomed to Live’: Reading Shelley’s Frankenstein and ‘The Mortal Immortal’ with Derrida’s 
Death Penalty Seminars.” Litteraria Pragensia vol. 28, iss. 56, pp. 47–59. [open access] 
 
2017 Celiese Lypka and David Sigler, “Sense and Incompossibility: Deleuze’s The Fold and the 
Baroque Jane Austen.” Rhizomes: Cultural Studies in Emerging Knowledge vol. 33, 33 para. [open 
access] 
 
2017 “Huston’s Freud: Adapting the Life of Psychoanalysis.” John Huston as Adaptor, edited by 
Douglas McFarland and Wesley King. SUNY Press, 2017. pp. 233–47. 
 
2016 “The Intimacy of Infrastructure: Teaching Wordsworth with Bataille.” Teaching Romanticism 
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and Literary Theory, edited by Brian McGrath. Romantic Circles Praxis Series, 19 para. [open access]  
 
2015 “On Reading Charlotte Caroline Richardson’s ‘On Hearing a Friend Play on the Psaltery’ with 
Coleridge’s ‘The Eolian Harp.’” Women’s Writing vol. 22, no. 2, pp. 229–43. 

 
2012 “‘The Ocean of Futurity, Which Has No Boundaries’: The Deconstructive Politics of Helen 
Maria Williams’s Translation of Paul and Virginia.” European Romantic Review vol. 23, no. 5, pp. 
575–92. 
 
2012 “Shaftesbury takes an Ethiopian to the Carnival: Foreignness, Subjectivity and 
Intersubjectivity in ‘Sensus Communis.’” The Eighteenth Century vol. 53, no. 1, pp. 23–40. 
 
2011 “‘Read Mr. Sacher-Masoch’: The Literariness of Masochism in the Philosophy of Jacques 
Lacan and Gilles Deleuze.” Criticism vol. 53, no. 2, pp. 189–212. 
 
2011 “The Labors of Joanna Southcott.” Literary and Poetic Representations of Work and Labor in 
Europe and Asia during the Romantic Era, edited by Robert A. Anderson and Christopher C. Clason. 
Edwin Mellen. pp. 209–27. 
 
2010 “Dead Faith and Contraband Goods: Joanna Southcott and the Logic of Sexuation.” Studies 
in Romanticism vol. 49, no. 3, pp. 405–25. 
 
2010 “The Navel of the Dream: Freud, Derrida and Lacan on the Gap where ‘Something 
Happens.’” SubStance vol. 39, no. 2 [iss. #122], pp. 17–38. 
 
2010 “To be or not to be?: Why Hamlet takes center stage in the Lacanian mechanics of 
perversion.”  Shakespeare Yearbook vol. 19, pp. 107–27. 
 
2008 “The Rhetoric of Anti-Pedagogical Sadism in Jacques Lacan’s Seminar VII.” Interdisciplinary 
Literary Studies vol. 9, no. 2, pp. 71–86. 
 
2007 “Two Masquerades and their Spec(tac)ular Effects in Mary Robinson’s Walsingham.” 
Romanticism on the Net iss. 46, 21 para. [open access] 
 
2007 “Make it a Double: Two Renditions of ‘Gin and Juice’ Reconsidered.” LIT: Literature 
Interpretation Theory vol. 18, no. 2, pp. 95–113. 
 
2006 “‘Sigmund Freud, analyze this’: How Madonna Situates ‘Die Another Day’ Beyond the 
Pleasure Principle.” Studies in Popular Culture vol. 29, no. 1, pp. 77–97. 
 
2004 “‘Funky Days are Back Again’: Reading Seventies Nostalgia in Late-Nineties Rock Music.” 
Iowa Journal of Cultural Studies iss. 5, pp. 40–58. [open access] 
 
Other refereed publications 
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2022 “Richardson, Charlotte Caroline.” The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Romantic-Era Women’s 
Writing, edited by Natasha Duquette. Cham: Springer Nature Switzerland. Online resource. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-11945-4_152-2. 
 
2012 “Meeke, Mary” and “Williams, Helen Maria.” The Encyclopedia of Romantic Literature, 
edited by Frederick Burwick et al. 3 vols. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. pp. 839–41, 1507–13. 
 

Forthcoming work 

“Speculator.” The Cambridge History of Women and British Romanticism, edited by Julie A. Carlson. 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 589−606. Forthcoming November 2026. 
 
Muhammad Talal Khalid and David Sigler, “Giving an Account of Oneself in Matthew Lewis’s ‘The 
Anaconda.’” Romantic Textualities: Romanticism and Print Culture, 1780−1840, iss. 27, publication 
date TBD. 
 

T H E S I S  A D V I S I N G        

Unless otherwise noted, the following supervisions occurred within the Departments of English at 
University of Calgary (for 2015 and later) and University of Idaho (for 2014 and earlier). 

 
Ph.D. supervisions – to completion 
2021 Mallory Elizabeth Land Smith (with co-supervisor Larissa Lai) 
 
Ph.D. supervisions – in progress 
2025− James Steward 
 
Thesis-based M.A. supervisions – to completion 
2025 Devon Giancarlo 
2024 Muhammad Talal Khalid 
2014 Thomas Hamrin 
2013 Johanna Heloise Abtahi 
2013 Chrystal Graham 
2010 Leanne Ralstin 
 
Thesis-based M.A. supervisions – in progress 
2026− Sofea Khan 
2026− Paige Reed 
2026− Ryan Hurl 
2025− Dean Chantler  
2024− Autumn Guilbault 
 
Course-based M.A. capstone supervisions – to completion 
2025 James Steward 
2020 Bobby Sze Chun Ng 
2013 Allyson Marisch 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-11945-4_152-2
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Mentor, Keats-Shelley Association of America Mentorship Program 
2025−26 Matteo Schiavone, Ph.D. candidate, University of Freiburg 
 

S E R V I C E  

Administration 
2021−24 Associate Head / Undergraduate Program Director, English, University of Calgary 
2009–14 Director of M.A. Program, English, University of Idaho 
 
Service to Province/State  
2021−24 English Articulation Committee, Alberta Consortium on Admission and Transfer 
2013  Task force, General Education Reform Initiative, Idaho State Board of Education 
 
Editorial service to peer-reviewed journals 
2026–  Book Review Editor, European Romantic Review 
2014–  Editorial Board, Ariel: A Review of International English Literature 

2021−25 Co-editor, Romanticism on the Net 
2015–16 Acting Book Reviews Editor, Ariel 
 
Extramural service 

2025−26 Merit Review (Adjudication) Committee, SSHRC Insight Grant – Literature 

2023−25 Arts & Science Diploma Program Advisory Committee (PAC), Norquest College 
 
Peer reviewer 
Journals: European Romantic Review (9); Ariel (7); Women’s Writing (3); ISLE (3); Deleuze & Guattari 
Studies (2); Keats-Shelley Review (2); Tulsa Studies in Women’s Literature (2); Con Texte; Essays in 
Romanticism; The Explicator; Keats-Shelley Journal; LIT: Literature Interpretation Theory; Literature 
Compass; Modern Philology; Nineteenth-Century Studies; Open Research Europe; Psychoanalysis, 
Culture, & Society; Romanticism on the Net; Studia Neophilologica 
 
Presses: Bloomsbury (3); Routledge (3); Liverpool UP (2); Broadview; Bucknell UP; U. of Toronto 
Press; Vernon Press 
 
Funding agencies: External assessor for individual SSHRC Insight Grant application (2) 
 
Service to scholarly field 

2025−30 Executive Committee, LLC English Romantic forum, Modern Language Association 
2025–26 Membership Working Group, Keats-Shelley Association of America 

2021−  Coordinator, NASSR Theory and Philosophy Caucus  
2018–21 Outreach Committee, Keats-Shelley Association of America  
2017  Romantic Circles/NASSR Pedagogy Contest adjudication 
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