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Project Description
Dr. Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni is a Professor of History and Canada Research Chair (Tier 1) in Pluralistic Societies: Epistemic Pluralism and Ecologies of Knowledges. Anchored in his widely acknowledged concept of epistemic freedom, it is a focused, future-oriented program of action responding to a world haunted by resurgent politics of difference and intensified human and more-than-human entanglements produced by migration, globalization, ecological interdependence, and technologies. These conditions demand deliberate re-imagination and re-worlding: the active work of making a common home for diverse humans and non-humans.

The Chair is premised on a clear thesis: the future is plural. Pluralistic societies are sustained not by assimilation but by creation of institutions and policies that recognize and protect difference, ensuring multiple identities, histories, and experiences are constitutive of social well-being. Epistemic pluralism insists on the inclusion of diverse knowledge systems – Indigenous, global South, feminist, and other marginalized epistemologies – into research, policy, and decision-making. Central to this is epistemic freedom: the right and capacity of communities and individuals to produce, circulate, and apply knowledge on their own terms, free from domination by entrenched knowledge hierarchies. Ecologies of knowledges provide the practical infrastructure for this transformation, fostering dialogue, collaboration, and co-production across knowledge systems, and translating conceptual innovation into tangible societal impact.

In response to these imperatives, the Chair advances a strategic program of action structured around four interdependent pillars:

· First, producing actionable frameworks for plural societies.
The Chair explores intersections of social and epistemic pluralism to generate ecologies of knowledges capable of sustaining plural societies. This work translates pluralism from a normative aspiration into practical intellectual, policy, and institutional frameworks.

· Second, centring Indigenous knowledges as engines of plural futures.
Through global comparative research, the Chair examines Indigenous knowledge systems and liberation struggles as foundational to the cultivation of plural societies, ethical relationality, and more-than-human coexistence.

· Third, advancing decolonization as an applied knowledge agenda.
Decolonization is treated as a necessity rather than a metaphor, with decolonial critique resulting in democratization of knowledge and translating into concrete scholarly, pedagogical, and institutional interventions that expand epistemic freedom and transform knowledge hierarchies.

· Fourth, building durable scholarly capacity.
Through training, supervision, and mentorship, the Chair cultivates a new generation of scholars working across decolonial thought, Indigenous knowledge systems, global South epistemologies, Black and Indigenous feminist epistemologies, and pluralism.

This program is operationalized through targeted recruitment, sustained seminar infrastructures, international convenings, and a focused publication agenda—including the introduction of a bi-annual Pluralism Bulletin, major monographs, and edited volumes. Strategic partnerships extend the Chair’s reach beyond the university, positioning it as a global hub for pluralist and decolonial scholarship.

Taken together, the Chair functions as an active epistemic forum, future-focused program of action, moving from critique to construction, operationalizing epistemic pluralism via advocating for epistemic freedom and epistemic justice, and advancing plural, just, and sustainable futures through policy, pedagogy, and institutional innovation. 


CRC Program Core Activities & Impact

1) Research Excellence & Knowledge Production

Core Activities
· Conducts comparative global research on pluralistic societies, decolonization, epistemic pluralism, and ecologies of knowledges.
·  Produces a sustainable publication agenda – major peer reviewed monographs, edited volumes, scholarly articles, a new bi-annual Pluralism Bulletin, and public scholarship.
· Advances epistemic freedom by creating alternative spaces for production, validation, and circulation of knowledge outside dominant hierarchies.

Anticipated Impact: Establishes the intellectual architecture for plural futures and reshapes global debates on knowledge, justice, and decolonization. Directly informs local, national, and global research agendas, and unsettles hierarchical knowledge systems.

2) Scholarly Training & Capacity-Building

Core Activities
· Support, mentors, sponsors and supervises doctoral students, postdoctoral fellows, new scholars including as research and teaching assistants.
· Develops and strengthen transnational training ecosystem centred on Global South epistemologies, Indigenous knowledge systems, and African and diasporic epistemologies.
· Builds a Pluralism Scholars Network (PSN) to connect early-career researchers across disciplines, and regions.

Anticipated Impact: Creates durable, globally connected cohorts of diverse, skilled emerging scholars equipped to advance pluralist and decolonial research and scholarship and lead institutional transformation. Develops and trains a diverse, skilled cohort of emerging scholars equipped to lead pluralist and decolonial inquiry.



3) Intellectual Convening & Dialogue

Core Activities:
· Hosts structured learning platforms – an annual seminar series, a decolonial pluralism summer school, international conferences, and thematic research workshops & working groups.
· Facilitate dialogue among scholars, students, practitioners, and communities. Co-production of knowledges across disciplines, communities, and epistemic traditions.
· Operationalizes ecologies of knowledges through structured co-creation, reciprocal learning, creolization of theory, synergising schools of thought, decolonizing knowledge, and methodological pluralism.

Anticipated Impact: Generate vibrant intellectual communities and enables cross-epistemic collaboration as a foundation of plural societies. Deepens transdisciplinary dialogue, operationalizes ecologies of knowledges, and enhance collaborative research.

4) Policy & Public Engagement

Core Activities
· Produces applied outputs such as policy briefs, public scholarship linking epistemic pluralism to global governance, migration, multilateralism, and ecological futures.
· Translates research findings into curriculum reform tools, governance frameworks, and institutional strategies.
· Engages media, civil society, educators, and policymakers to broaden the societal relevance of decolonial thought.

Anticipated Impact: Embeds epistemic freedom and pluralism within institutional practices. Translates research into actionable policy, strengthens democratic and participatory governance, and informs public decision-making.


5) Strategic Partnerships & Global Collaboration

Core Activities
· Builds long-term co-equal partnerships with Global South universities, Indigenous communities, and research networks.
· Establish joint projects, visiting scholars’ programs, and collaborative research clusters.
· Strengthens open-access digital platforms and repositories that amplify diverse knowledges.

Anticipated Impact: Creates a global infrastructure for shared intellectual leadership, enriches production of knowledge plurality, and models decolonial collaboration.


6) Sustained Scholarly Leadership

Core Activities
· Convenes international dialogues, keynote lectures, and transdisciplinary convenings that shape global conversations.
· Anchors global research agendas on epistemic freedom, pluralism, decolonization, and re-worlding.
· Champions epistemic freedom as the foundation for inclusive, plural, decolonial, and sustainable futures. 

Anticipated Impact: Positions the Chair as a global epistemic hub for critical thought, transformative scholarship, and pluralist innovation. Contribute to the positioning of the university as a leading voice in global debates on plural knowledges and innovation, decolonization, and pluriversality. 


Overall Program Vision & Societal Contribution: 

Through these pillars, the Canada Research Chair in Pluralistic Societies: Epistemic Pluralism and Ecologies of Knowledge integrate conceptual innovation with institutional leadership and societal impact, reimaging the university as a site of epistemic responsibility, relationality, and future-building. It operationalizes pluralism, advances epistemic freedom, and cultivates ecologies of knowledges into actionable frameworks that advance inclusive, pluralistic, and sustainable campuses and societies. 
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