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Safaneh Mohaghegh Neyshabouri
Assistant Professor, University of Calgary

Gender and Sexuality Studies, Department of Philosophy
Arabic Language and Muslim Cultures, SLLLC
Office: SS 1226

Phone: +1 (587) 968 2433
safaneh.mohagheghney@ucalgary.ca
Highlights:
Currently a tenure-track Assistant Professor (teaching stream) at the University of Calgary, teaching core courses in Gender and Sexuality Studies, Gender and Sexuality in Islam, Contemporary Literature of Muslim Societies, as well as Women’s Literature of the Global South.

Winner of multiple SU teaching excellence awards.

Winner of the University of Calgary inaugural Award for Inclusive Excellence.


Multiple peer-reviewed research publications, multiple book review, creative writing and essay publications in English and Persian. 
Research focused on Feminist Epistemology, Epistemic Injustice, and Everyday Forms of Resistance. My PhD research was selected among a group of 800 other proposals and was featured on an hour-long episode on the program Ideas, on CBC national radio, Canada. 
Recipient of multiple awards and grants, including The Faculty of Arts Faculty of Arts Fellowship in Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Accessibility (15000) for creating a new course on “Woman, Life, Freedom” revolutionary movement in Iran; Interdisciplinary Working Group award ($3000) from the Calgary Institute of Humanities to explore “The Ethics and Politics of Social Media” with collaborators in film and media studies as well as business; Transdisciplinary Scholarship Connector Grant (8500) for the project of “Understanding the Generative AI Disruption;” and Supervising Recipient of Mitacs Global Internship recipients.
Actively participates in knowledge engagement (has appeared on TV, Radio, podcasts, guest lectures, public talks, and provided expert testimony in court).
Education:
Oct 2019


PhD, Comparative Literature, University of Alberta

Thesis Title: Resistance and Encroachment in Everyday Life: A Feminist Epistemological Study of Qajar Era Iranian Women’s Travel Journals




Supervisor: Dr. Sheena Wilson
2009



Master of Arts, English Language and Literature, Islamic Azad University of 



Tehran
Thesis: The Foucauldian Concept of Power in The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro





Supervisor: Dr. Sarah Catherine Ilkhani

2006
Bachelor of Arts with Honours, English Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti (Melli) University
Teaching & Work Experience:
Sep 2020 – present

Assistant Professor (teaching) University of Calgary 





GSXS 201 (Talking Gender and Sexuality)

GSXS 303 (Islam and Feminism)

GSXS 401 (Sexuality and Desire in Islam)

ALMC 360 (Literature of Muslim Diaspora)

ALMC 360 (Literature of War and Trauma)

ALMC 360 (Muslim Women’s Literature)

LLAC 614/LANG 451 (Topics in Transcultural Studies/Topics in Cross-Cultural Exploration, Women’s Literature of the Global South)
Jan 2018 – Apr 2020 

Instructor, University of Calgary





WMST 201 (Talking Gender and Sexuality)





WMST 303 (Islam and Feminism)





ALMC 360 (Literature of Muslim Diaspora)





ALMC 360 (Literature of War and Trauma)
Jan 2013 – Apr 2014 
Research Assistant, Modern Languages and Cultural Studies, University of Alberta

Sep 2012 – Dec 2012

Instructor, University of Alberta





World Literature 101 (Myths of Creation and Heroism)
Sep 2012 – Dec 2012

Instructor, Grant MacEwan University





English 102 (Analysis and Argument)
Sep 2010 – Apr 2011

Research Assistant, Comparative Literature, University of Alberta

May 2009 – Aug 2010
Book reviewer for new Persian translations of Western literature, Book of the Week Magazine
   

2008 – Aug 2010
Journalist, translator and columnist in the field of world literature, Iran Book News Agency
2007 – 2009

English Language Instructor, Fanavari Olum Institute, Tehran, Iran

2003 – 2007
English Language Instructor, Neo-Communication Institute, Tehran, Iran 

Funds, Awards & Honours:
2024-2025
Nominated for Teaching Excellence Awards, University of Calgary Students’ Union

2023
University of Calgary Inaugural Teaching Award in Inclusive Excellence

2023-2024
Teaching Excellence Award, University of Calgary Students’ Union
2023-2024
Mitacs Global Research Internship-working with one student on Women, Life, Freedom movement scholarship + Queer Pedagogy theories for 3 months

2023-2024
Transdisciplinary Scholarship Connector Grant for “Understanding the 

Generative AI Disruption” (8500 CAD)

2023-2024
Faculty of Arts Fellowship in Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Accessibility

(15000 CAD) – Working with two undergraduate students on creating a course on Women, Life, Freedom Movement
2022-2023
Teaching Excellence Award, University of Calgary Students’ Union
2020-2021
Nominated for Teaching Excellence Awards, University of Calgary Students’ Union
2019-2020
Teaching Excellence Award, University of Calgary Students’ Union
2018-2019
Teaching Excellence Award (Honourable Mention), University of Calgary Student’s Union
2018
University of Calgary Faculty of Arts Scholarly Activity Grant in support of an essay competition and public seminar (500 CAD)

2018
Calgary Institute for the Humanities Interdisciplinary Working Group Fund For project titled “Ethics and Politics of Social Media” (3000 CAD)
2018
Fully funded invitation to attend and present in Transnational Feminism Workshop in L.R. Wilson Institute for Canadian History, McMaster University.
2018
Fully funded invitation to attend and present in MENA Women: From Street Protest to Online Activism conference, University of Toronto
2014
Varela Memorial Travel Grant (250 CAD)
2013



Graduate Students Travel Award (400 CAD)

2012



Houtan Foundation Scholarship (2500 USD)

2011



Provost Award, University of Alberta (17500 CAD)

2010



Provost Entrance Award, University of Alberta (17500 CAD)
2002



Bright Students’ Award, Shahid Beheshti (Melli) University
Teaching, Research, and Academic Service:
2024
Serving as Examiner on Mahmoud Ababneh PhD examining Committee, University of Calgary. English.

2024
Adjudicator in University of Calgary Undergraduate Research Symposium. 

2024
Serving as Examiner on Mina Didehvar PhD examining Committee, University of Calgary. Educational Psychology.
2024-2026
Faculty of Arts Teaching and Learning Committee member. Representative for the department of Philosophy.
2024-2026
Faculty of Arts Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee member. Appointed by the Chair.
2020-2024
Faculty of Arts executive committee member. Representative for the department of Philosophy.

2024
Serving as committee member on Saba Mohaghegh MA Committee, York University. Interdisciplinary Studies. 

2024
Serving as Committee member on Ray Wang MSc Committee, University of Calgary. Kinesiology.

2024
Serving as External Committee member on Behnaz Nemati Committee, University of Calgary. MFA.
2024
Serving as Examiner on Sophia Kimiagary’s PhD examining Committee, University of Calgary. Philosophy.
2024
Co-supervisor on Stephanie Ng Honour’s Thesis, University of Calgary. Gender and Sexuality Studies.
2023
Serving as External reviewer on Fatemeh Shayesteh’s PhD committee, Kansas University. Journalism and Mass Communication.
2023
Serving as External reviewer on Nesa Zahedi’s MA committee, Brock University. Tourism and Hospitality Studies.
2023
Serving as external reviewer on Iman Behrouzi’s PhD committee. University of Cologne. Mediaculture Studies.
2020- 2021
Served on hiring Committee for an instructor position in Communication and Film Studies
Sep 2020 – Sep 2021
Served on Awards committee in Taylor institute teaching awards
Sep 2018 – Sep 2019
Sessional Instructors’ representative in SLLLC faculty council

Nov 2013 – Present
Co-Editor at Parsagon Review (parssagon.com)
Nov 2011- Oct 2012
Vice-President Operation and Internal, Iranian Students Association, University of Alberta. Elected.

Apr 2011 – Present

Vice-President, Comparative Literature Graduate Students Association, 




University of Alberta. Elected.
2006 – 2007
Administrative and charity work for autistic children, Ayeen Mehrvarzi School for autistic children
2002 – 2006


English Literature Poetry Club Representative, Shahid Beheshti University 

2002 – 2006


English Literature Society Representative, Shahid Beheshti University
2002 – 2006


English Students’ Club Representative, Shahid Beheshti University 

English Publications:
Keyhani, Mohammad, Safaneh Mohaghegh Neyshabouri. “The Rise of Generative AI: Capabilities and Potential for Higher Education.” In S. Sabbaghan (Ed.), Navigating Generative AI in Higher Education: Ethical, Theoretical and Practical Perspectives. Edward Elgar. Forthcoming (2025).

Keyhani, Mohammad, Safaneh Mohaghegh Neyshabouri, Abbas Hosseini Amereii. “Crowdfunding Canadian Theatre: An Exploratory Analysis of Kickstarter Data with US Comparison.” Artivate: A Journal of Entrepreneurship in the Arts. 9 (1), Spring 2020.
------------. “The Development and Formation of the Artistic Female Self in the Poetry of Forough Farrokhzad.” Familiar and Foreign: Identity in Iranian Film and Literature Ed. Manijeh Mannani and Veronica Thompson. Edmonton: AU Press. 2015. Print.

-----------. “Review: Atlantic Gandhi, the Mahatma Overseas. By Nalini Natarajan,” Ariel: A Review of International English Literature. 45. 3 (2014). 
-----------. “Review: The Pomegranate Lady and Her Sons. By Goli Taraghi,” The Parsagon Review. Parsagon.com. Sep 15, 2014. Web.

------------. “Homage to the Modern Scheherazade of Iran.” The Parsagon Review. Parsagon.com. Mar 8, 2014. Web.
------------. “The Lacanian concepts of Wholeness, Fragmentation, the Other and the Formation of the Ego in Malamud’s “My Son the Murderer” and Calvino’s “The Mirror, the Target”. Threshold Quarterly, March 2010.

-----------. “Review: The Remains of the Day,” Threshold Quarterly, Vol 1&2: winter and spring 2008. Print.

Persian Publications:
Mohaghegh Neyshabouri, Safaneh, S. C. Ilkhani, J. Sokhanvar. Foucauldian
Concept of Power in “The Remains of the Day” by Kazuo Ishiguro. “Book 
of the Month: Literature”, March 2010.
----------. A Review of Persian Translations of Hemingway’s Novels”. Book of the Week, 1 August 2009.

----------. A Review of Jumpa Lahiri’s “Unaccustomed Earth”. Book of the 
Week, 13 June 2009.

----------. A Review of Charles Bukowski’s “Pulp”. Book of the Week, 6 
June
2009.

----------. Allen Ginsberg: Life and Poetry. Iran Book News Agency, 3 June 
2009.

----------. A Myth Full of Tears (a review of J.R.R. Tolkien’s “Sigurd and Gudrun”). Book of the Week Magazine, 30 May 2009.

----------. A Letter Reflecting the Writer’s Heart (a review of the latest Persian translation of De Profundis by Oscar Wilde). Book of the Week Magazine, 23 May 2009.

----------. The Simplicity of a Journalist as Reflected in his Complications (a review of a collection of short stories by Alberto Moravia published in Iran). Book of the Week Magazine, 16 May 2009.
----------. Night and Human Darkness in “After Dark” (a review of Haruki Murakami’s ‘After Dark”). Book of the Week Magazine, 9 May 2009.

----------. I Believe in the Ordinary Day (review of W.S. Mervin’s Poetry). Iran Book News Agency, 7 May 2009.

----------. The Life and Works of Dostoyevsky. Iran Book News Agency, 9 February 2009.

----------. The Life and Works of Anne Brontë. Iran Book News Agency, 17 January 2009.

----------. Life Tickles Me (about the life and works of Eugene O’Neil). Iran Book News Agency, 19 October 2008.

----------. Picture Drawn with Words (about the life and works of e.e.cummings). Iran Book News Agency, 15 October 2008.

----------. Light in the Middle of Darkness (a review of Paul Auster’s “Man in the Dark”). Iran Book News Agency, 8 October 2008.

----------. The Writer of Unexpected Endings (an article about the life and works of O’Henry). Iran Book News Agency, 10 September 2008.

----------. A Review of Mary Shelley’s Life and Works. Iran Book News Agency, 2 September 2008.

----------. George Bernard Shaw: The Smiling Machine (a short article about the life and works of G.B. Shaw). Iran Book News Agency, 26 July 2008.
Translation:

Broun, Alex. Collection of Short Plays. Trans. Safaneh Mohaghegh Neyshabouri. Tehran: Afraz Publications, August 2010.

Creative Writing:
Mohaghegh Neyshabouri, Safaneh. “Bacheh Gorbeh [The Kitten],” Gypsies 3 [Koliha 3], Ed. Moniro Ravanipour. Brentford: H&S Media. 2015.
Conferences:
Mohaghegh Neyshabouri, Safaneh. “Epistemic Encroachment as a form of Resistance in Life Writing.” Keynote speaker at Global Feminism. Department of Philosophy Graduate conference. University of Calgary. Calgary. May 1 and 2. 2024.
-----------. “Teaching as Empathy Activism.” Courageous Practices:
 Equity, Diversity and Belonging in Postsecondary Education. Taylor Institute for Teaching and Learning. University of Calgary. Calgary. 24 – 26 April. 2024. 
-----------. Panelist on “What is Queer Pedagogy? Or, Stop Teaching Straight!” Courageous Practices: Equity, Diversity and Belonging in Postsecondary Education. Taylor Institute for Teaching and Learning. University of Calgary. Calgary. 24 – 26 April. 2024.
-----------. “A Theory of Resistance Calibration.” NWSA; We Are Family: Feminist Community Formations Across Borders and Experience. Virtual Conference: September 17, 2021.
-----------. “Reading Life Writing as Everyday Resistance: Examples from Qajar Women.” Transnational Feminism Workshop at LR Wilson Institute for Canadian History, Faculty of Humanities, McMaster University. Hamilton: May 10-12. 2018.

-----------. “Social Media and the Evolution of Iranian Women’s Everyday Forms of Resistance: Toward a Theory of Resistance Calibration.” MENA Women: From Street Protest to Online Activism.” University of Toronto. Toronto: March 22-23, 2018.
-----------. “Reading Alaviyyeh Kermani’s Journal of Hajj, the Holy Shrines, and the Naseri Court
-Bargaining with Patriarchy through Life Writing.” Canadian Comparative Literature Association Annual Congress, From Here to There: Diversity and Interdisciplinarity in the Practice of Comparative Literature. Toronto: May 28-30, 2017.
-----------. “LGBTQ Communities: Iranian-Canadians’ Dialogues with Iranians,” Women's and Gender Studies et Recherches Féministes Annual Meeting, session “Communities: LGBTQI Lives and Voices”. Calgary: May 28 – June 3, 2016. Accepted.
-----------. “Women’s Life Writing as a Democratic Force in Iran,” The Unfinished Project of the Arab Spring, University of Alberta, panel “Arts and Literature: Diaries and Performance of the MENA Uprisings”. Edmonton: 25 – 27 September, 2015.
Mohaghegh Neyshabouri, Safaneh, and Tegan Zimmerman. "The Secret Sex: Iranian Women’s Blogs," Women's and Gender Studies et Recherches Féministes Annual Meeting, session “Therapy and Memoir”. Ottawa: May 30 - June 5, 2015. 
Mohaghegh Neyshabouri, Safaneh. “Nannies and Caregivers in Iranian Women Memoirs,” Canadian Comparative Literature Association Annual Congress, Special Session on Gender and Sexuality hosted by the ICLA's Gender Studies Committee. St. Catharines: May 25-27, 2014. 

-----------. “Are We Reading in the Same Tehran? A comparative Study of Reading Lolita in Tehran and Jasmine and Stars,” American Comparative Literature Association Annual Meeting, seminar “Memory as Colonial Capital”. New York: March 20-23, 2014.

-----------. “Western Literary Polysystems and the Book of A Thousand Nights and A Night,” American Comparative Literature Association Annual Meeting, seminar “Market Translations, World Literature, and the Global Publishing Industry”. Toronto: April 4-7, 2013.

-----------. “Where Two Worlds Meet: Reading Self-Formation in Azadeh Moaveni’s Lipstick Jihad,” University of Alberta Comparative Literature Graduate Conference: Transnational Canons, Edmonton: March 15, 2013.
-----------. “The Formation of the Self in the Poetry of Sylvia Plath and Forough Farrokhzad,” University of Alberta Comparative Literature Graduate Conference: Literary Ecosystems and Networks: Interdisciplinary Approaches to the Arts and Society, Edmonton: March 9-10, 2012.

-----------. “Representations of Touranians in Shahnameh,” University of Alberta Comparative Literature Graduate Conference: Remappings/Rereadings: Global Dialogues between East/West/North/South, Edmonton: March 4-5, 2011. 

Media Appearances, Public Talks, Events and Guest Lectures:
Oct 2024
Artifactuality with Kim Thúy. Canadian Museum of History Podcast. 

https://www.historymuseum.ca/blog/artifactuality-woman-life-freedom/
Aug 2024
University of Calgary Office of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion talk and panel discussion on Queer Pedagogy and LGBTQ2S+ Research and Scholarship, “Disrupting the Campus: Lessons from Queer Pedagogy,” August 29, 2024. Calgary.
June 2024
Pride Panel discussion, Calgary Girls Charter School - Lakeview Campus.
Apr 2024
3 session of Philosophy for children with Dr. Yoshiki Kobasigawa. University School (grades 1 and 2). Calgary.
Mar 2024
Q and A session with students and faculty at Seishin Girls High School in Kurashiki, South Korea about Women, Life Freedom Movement and Women’s Rights in Iran.
Sep 2023
“Early Modern Schools for Women and Girls in Iran,” Women, Life, Freedom; a Historical Review of the Iranian Women’s Movements (1800’s-Today). University of Saskatchewan. Saskatoon.

Feb 2023
“Women, Life, Freedom: What is Happening in Iran?” A presentation for students and faculty at Seishin Girls High School in Kurashiki, South Korea.
Nov, 2022
“Gender and Ethnicity in Mahsa Zhina Amini Uprising” Presented in the forum For Women, For Life, For Freedom: How Iran Protests are Inspiring a Paradigm Shift in the Struggle for a Better World. University of Saskatchewan. Saskatoon.
Oct, 2022
“Contextualizing Mahsa Zhina Amini Uprising in Iran,” Public Lecture at University of Calgary, hosted by Women’s Resource Centre
Feb, 2021
“Resistance and Agency in the everyday life of the 19th Century Iranian Women,” Presented in Narratives of Wednesday Afternoons – Organized by Iranian Graduate Student in Europe.
Mar, 2020
“The Sexualization of Muslim Women.” Lets Talk about Sex; a Sexual Education Conference for All – Presented by the Wellness Centre and Case Club at the University of Calgary. Cancelled last minute due to Covid. 
May, 2019
My PhD research is the subject of one of the episodes of CBC Radio’s Ideas from the Trenches. The Episode aired in June 2019.
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/century-old-journals-reveal-iranian-women-s-quiet-resistance-1.5161754
You can listen to the episode here: https://www.ualberta.ca/modern-languages-and-cultural-studies/about-us/mlcs-news/news/2019/june/dont-miss-the-next-episode-of-cbc-radio-ones-ideas-from-the-trenches-tonight.html
1 Mar, 2019
“#Resistance on Social Media: From Toppling Governments to Everyday Life.” Speakers Event and Award Ceremony for University of Calgary Social Media Essay Contest, University of Calgary

24 Feb, 2019 
Appearing on Global Calgary (Local Television Network), to talk about the impact of social media on social movements in the Middle East.

17 Nov, 2018
“Digital Resistance, Repression, and Responsibility: the Cyber Opening and Closing of Minds in the Middle East.” A presentation to the Trilateral Commission, North American Regional Meeting (November 16-17, Santa Clara, California) 

8 Jun, 2018
“Writing Iranian Women into History: Women’s Political Participation in Qajar Iran.” Public Lecture at University of Calgary, hosted by Persian Gulf Club
12 Mar, 2018
“The Varieties of Iranian Feminism.” Public Lecture at University of Calgary, hosted by Women’s Resource Centre
16 Nov, 2016
“Islamic/Iranian Feminism: An Oxymoron?” guest lecture for Global Feminism Class, Women’s Studies, University of Calgary
29 Sep, 2016
 “Mitra Mansoori: Wings of Life Film Screening.” Event organizer, host and moderator for Arabic Language and Muslim Cultures Program, Department of Linguistics, Languages, and Cultures. University of Calgary.
Aug 2015
Appearing on Global Calgary to talk about Iran Deal.
12 Jun, 2015
“What is Islamic Feminism?” Hosted by Hamandishi Club (in Persian), University of Calgary.
27 Feb, 2015
“The Female Artist in the Poetry of Forough Farrokhzad.” Hosted by Hamandishi Club (in Persian), University of Calgary. 
12 Mar, 2011
Researcher and narrator for a 40 minute podcast program on the life and Poetry of Forugh Farrokhzad, Gahshonoud Ghasedak (Persian podcast in Edmonton).
� written between 1892-1894, pub. 2007





