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Introduction

Oren Liebermana  & Alessandro Zambellia

Architecture is always deeply entangled with both ‘big’ issues and with everyday lives. Architecture’s 
‘produce’ directly participates in various intertwined ecologies, including those of the environment, 
culture, economy, the political, and the aesthetic. Whether we are looking at climate catastrophe, the 
distribution of wealth or the nature of community empowerment, the transformative power of the 
disciplines and practices of architecture (and its cognate disciplines) cannot be underestimated. The 
transformations occur through our ethos and methodologies in encounters – materials, constructions, 
ideas and concepts – with various pressing situated matters of concern which might be local or shared 
across the globe.

In the title of this conference, Situated Ecologies of Care, we bring together parts of an ‘apparatus’ with 
which to encounter and interrogate various themes. Through the notion of ecologies we understand the 
complex contingent interrelationships amongst various seemingly separate entities, be they materials, 
people, constructions, non-humans, concepts, imaginings, speculations. From one perspective, there is 
only one all-inclusive edgeless ecology. But, in those contingent interrelationships, demarcating different 
ecologies not only allows us to engage without being overwhelmed by the sheer complexity of it all, but also 
affords us possibilities to render our own political and ethical positions.

Care, for us, encompasses approaches of pedagogy as well as placemaking, biopolitics in addition to 
architectural representation, and spatial and performative activisms not uncoupled from the more 
conventional spaces of care. Being care-ful means paying radical attention to one-another, recognising kin 
in a multitude of forms.

Within the practices and discourses of the crisscrossing transversals of ‘architecture’ and the ‘humanities’, 
the matters of situated ecologies of care make themselves known through various ‘cuts’. How does 
(can?) care inhere in the ecologies of modes of representation that we use to design and communicate 
architecture? Who is caring for whom/what in activist practices of urban development? How can we 
understand the very situated (in particular places with particular people in particular contractual 
relationships) potential of professional practice and its political nature to engender caring forms of ‘doing’ 
architecture? What are the expanded ecologies of buildings for care and how do they acknowledge 
the particularities of users’ situations? How might the apparatus situated ecologies of care challenge, 
through spatial discourses, places, and things, systemised and institutionalised inequalities, whether along 
dimensions of race, gender, empowerment, or economies?

The conference will perform as a space of care, a care of critique, people, subjects and subjectivities and 
intersubjectivities. A place for dialogues, conversations and chatter where threads, ideas and performative 
events are woven together towards the making of a social fabric. It will ask, what is it that is being made 
through the performativity of these conversations, actions, gestures, mutterings and matterings. What 
materialises through these exchanges? How does the fabric made through care perform? How is this 
knowledge made?

Welcome to Situated Ecologies of Care.

aUniversity of Portsmouth, UK
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‘Live’ Imaging in No Man’s Land

G. Themistokleousa

Abstract:

Nicosia’s no man’s land is a haunted territory. Nature outgrows the dilapidated buildings inside the zone 
that separates the two predominant communities living on the island: Turkish-Cypriots and Greek-Cypriots. 
A mutating ‘wall’ separates this inaccessible urban cadaver from a fragmented city that tries to maintain 
two ‘fronts.’ The two dominant identities of Greek-Cypriots and Turkish-Cypriots have been constructed 
by the island’s British colonial history. The British colonial regime governed the island through the census. 
Any groups, communities and individuals that didn’t fit the two ethno-religious categories would become 
a target, first for colonial and subsequently post-colonial regimes of power. The operating table is a critical 
spatial project that tries to reconsider such pre-determined border identities. Responding to the border 
division in Cyprus, the ‘operating table’ uses a photographic apparatus to re-construct the imagery along 
Nicosia’s Green Line. The apparatus, by automatically capturing and re-producing imagery of participants 
stitched to their contextual background through compositing techniques, creates hybrid combinations 
between human and nonhuman agents. The photographic apparatus, and its automation responds to 
the border surveillance condition, whilst its “process remains concealed: a black box” (Flusser 2018, 16). 
The operating table offers an experience whereby the participant’s sensory body is ruptured from their 

aNorwich University of the Arts, UK

Session ID-111 Session ID-111

Housing Justice: Critical Cartographies of Homeless Struggles in São Paulo, 
Brussels & New York

J. Stevensa

Abstract:

This series of maps results from multiple years of engagement with grassroots movements operating at the 
forefront of struggles for justice. Revolving around the right to housing, mappings focus on the homeless 
shelter complex in New York, networks of homeless care in Brussels, and homeless squatter movements 
in São Paulo. The main aim is to explore how cartography can be critical, that is, how it can aid to expose 
and eventually overcome severe social inequality and injustice, deeply entrenched in the spatial materiality 
of cities, yet often remaining highly invisible and ‘off the map’. How can maps be constructed in close 
collaboration with directly impacted oppressed populations, and whether and how can the act of map-
making bolster emancipatory struggles?

aKU Leuven, Belgium

Cartographies of Collapse: Hawaii’s Forests as Natural Security

W. Shiversa

Abstract:

Fundamental to the growth and maintenance of the United States is the cartographic documentation 
of its landscape. From its inception as a collection of 13 colonies to now a global superpower with land 
spanning the arctic to sub-equatorial, the western pacific to the Caribbean, cartographic practices have 
been foundational tools that have come to define the country’s resources, in particular its forests. Seen as 
a resource of latent capital, ecological habitat, environmental role, and cultural pillar, the forests have been 
drawn in ways that make sense for the intended audience, yet can remain illegible to others.

One such example can be found in the Hawaiian islands. A former territory turned state, the islands have 
been transformed into agricultural powerhouses, military bases, and sought-after tourist destinations. But 
the forests that are so fundamental to Hawaii’s image are at risk. The maps presented seek to highlight an 
on-going ecological threat found in Rapid ‘Ohi’a Death which is infecting and killing the most culturally and 
ecologically significant tree species for Hawaii, ‘Ohi’a Lehua. Now is a time where cartographic means can 
help spatialize the risk from multiple lenses surrounding a common entity or species, like a tree. In this case, 
how can cartographic tools span multiple disciplines and audiences to community interwoven risks?

aUniversity of Virginia, USA

Drawing Paradoxes: Phenomenological Inquiries into Architect’s Paper

M. Moezzia

Abstract:

This paper examines the role of the material of paper in architectural drawing through a phenomenological 
perspective. Departing from the common understanding of paper as a neutral surface awaiting projection 
marks, the study introduces a dialectical approach inspired by Maurice Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology. 
To challenge conventional dualisms associated with paper and drawing, the presentation applies 
hyperdialectics to reveal four paradoxical themes: facture, interface, presence, and horizon. Four drawings 
by the author is presented to illustrate these themes. “Pulp Fiction” is a drawing product which narrates the 
process of making its own paper, highlighting its inherent facture and revealing its creation traces. “Drawing 
as Hermeneutic Reading” activates an interfacial relationship between recto and verso surfaces within 
a sketchbook. “Castellated Cast” as an ephemeral drawing negotiates between visibility and invisibility 
when mapping Scottish castle walls with tracing paper, carbon paper, and mirrors. Lastly, “Rhizomatic 
Figures” reshapes the conventional figure-ground relationship between paper and marks as horizon. In 
this paper, dialectical phenomenology is used to reveal and question assumptions often overlooked in 
architect’s paper. As a medium for architectural representation, it offers an innovative perspective on paper, 
encouraging re-evaluation of its transformational potential. Through a dynamic relationship between paper 
and mark, the study opens new avenues for architectural representation.

aUniversity of Calgary, Canada
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