
The Kokum (Grandmother in Nêhiyaw/Cree) 
scarf represents the longstanding 

relationship between the Ukrainian people 
who faced discrimination from other settlers 

when they started to immigrate to Turtle 
Island (North America) in 1891 and the First 

Peoples.

Because the Ukrainian settlers were treated 
with respect and dignity by the  First Peoples, 

they were gifted with scarves for their 
kindness and generosity by the Ukrainian 

peoples. Kokum scarves represent solidarity 
against oppression and oppressors.


